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Seattle — In 2006, the Seattle Pride March and Festival moved from Capitol Hill to Downtown Seattle and
the Seattle Center. Event attendees, organizers and city officials all hailed the events as great
successes. Unfortunately, the increased scale of both the March and Festival produced poor financial
results including the well publicized and still unpaid debts. Simply put, the income from both events was
not adequate to cover the costs of the March and Festival.

In 2007 Pride organizers Seattle Out and Proud (SOaP) voted in new leadership. SOaP’s primary
concern was to produce a financially sound March and Festival in 2007. In order to accomplish that end,
Seattle Center encouraged SOaP’s new Board of Directors to bring in professional event management.
After meeting with several event management companies, SOaP decided to explore partnering with the
professional event producers IES. SOaP also hired Baccetti Inc. to solicit and manage corporate
sponsorship opportunities.

This week, after a month and half of additional intense research and negotiation by IES, the new SOaP
Board of Directors and the Seattle Center, it has been concluded by all that producing a similarly scaled
Pride Event at Seattle Center is not financially prudent. While most people believe that the 2006 March
and Festival in Downtown Seattle showcased the LGBT Community extremely well, a fiscally responsible
2007 March and Festival, no matter their physical location, is the most important goal. As such, new
discussions are taking place about where both the march and festival make the most sense this year.

We appreciate the work of John Merner and Robert Nellams at the Seattle Center during this transitional
time, as well as the guidance of IES and Baccetti Inc., both of whom will continue to advise SOaP in this
process. Details of the event modifications are expected early next week. One thing is certain; there will

be a great and financially responsible Seattle Pride this year.

For questions on anything press related please contact Eric Albert-Gauthier at ealbert-
gauthier@seattlepride.org




