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Seattle — In 2006, the Seattle Pride March and Festival moved from Capitol Hill to Downtown Seattle and
the Seattle Center. Event attendees, organizers and city officials all hailed the events as great
successes. Unfortunately, the increased scale of both the March and Festival produced poor financial
results including the well publicized and still unpaid debts. Simply put, the income from both events was
not adequate to cover the costs of the March and Festival.

In 2007 Pride organizers Seattle Out and Proud (SOaP) voted in new leadership and SOaP’s primary
concern was to produce a financially sound March and Festival in 2007. This week, after months of
intense research and negotiation, it has been concluded that producing a Pride Event at Seattle Center is
not financially prudent at this time. While most people believe that the 2006 March and Festival in
Downtown Seattle showcased the LGBT Community extremely well, a fiscally responsible 2007 March
and Festival, no matter their physical location, is the most important goal.

With all of the baggage that has built up over the last year, the SOaP board has decided the best thing for
the community is for SOaP to dissolve and allow someone else to step in and take over Seattle Pride.

We have honestly tried to do our best as a volunteer board with no agenda other than to produce a great
celebration for our community. We hope that whoever does step in can unite the community behind them
and likewise lead with no alternative agenda. We look forward to supporting whichever group of people
can step up.

We must agree that as a community we must cut our losses and start anew. We must keep moving
forward with energy, strength, unity and passion.

For questions please contact Eric Albert-Gauthier at ealbert-gauthier@seattlepride.org
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